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HIS STORY 
Cole Hardin was born in Altus, Oklahoma in 1988 and hasn’t moved far 

from the dirt he came up on. 

He currently lives off-grid outside Claremore on a small homestead — 
cattle, horses, a mobile home that suits him fine. Thirty-seven years old 
with a body that carries its history: a scar running rib to belly from a 

fence post that won a disagreement with a horse, a leg broken twice that 
never quite healed straight. He walks bow-legged and stands tall. That’s 

the whole biography right there if you’re paying attention. 

He learned guitar the way most people do in poor towns — because 
someone had one and nobody had anything else to do. His people were 
mixed: cowboys, farmers, Mexican families who became family. His best 
friend growing up was Carlos. He picked up Spanish somewhere in that 

dusty mix — an education that’s never left him. 

The music he lends his voice to is Outlaw Soul — outlaw country, 
traditional country, folk and modern — depending on the song and what it 
needs. Raw baritone. Guitar, bass, harmonica. George Strait’s discipline, 

Cash’s weight, Garth’s reach. Stories about himself, stories about others. 
The bill always comes due in a Cole Hardin song. He just makes sure you 

understand why before it does. 

He doesn’t perform a lesson. He tells you what happened and lets you 
work it out. 

Cole Hardin is APRA AMCOS registered and released through Seeker James 
Publishing. 
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THE BILL COMES DUE 
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(01) ROCKET (3:56) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09552 

(02) WITH YOU (3:57) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09553 

(03) BIT BY BIT (3:25) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09554 

(04) ALWAYS BE “YOU” (4:03) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09555 

(05) THE OLD MAN (5:13) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09556 

(06) SHE’S FOR ME (3:22) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09557 

(07) IN THE BOX (COUNTRY STYLE) (3:52) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09558 

(08) TOO YOUNG TO KNOW (COUNTRY) (5:44) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09559 

(09) WEAR THAT EVIL OUT (3:32) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09560 

(10) THE REPAIR MAN (2:37) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09561 
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My hand in my pocket 
The other limp by my side 

A junkyard dog 
I call him Rocket 

He used to run 
Now he just hops 
Dragging that leg 

Making a plea for a bite 
Is it his pain 

Or mine 

Road don't care who walks it 
Soles worn thin 

Every day do it again 
We are a pack 

Pushing back pushing back pushing back 

Something happened 
Maybe more than a thing 
Too much to remember 
Just gotta keep going 

A step at a time 
Walking the road 

Smell of old bitumen and tar 
Burning our senses 
It’s hitting me hard 

The road don't care who walks it 
Soles worn thin 

Every day do it again 
We are a pack 

Pushing back pushing back pushing back 

He and I 
Me and him 

Two vagabonds 
On a journey 

No pot of gold 
Just the road 

Everything a lesson 
Hard and true 

From Rocket from me 
Our story to you 
Yeah man that's it 

One foot in front of the other 
Just the road 
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I know you are out there 
Away from me 

Not where you should be 

Spending my life looking for you 
Wondering who that would be 

Desire in my heart always for you 
Could it be 

Could it be true 

With you I am no longer alone 
With you I am known 

With you my love doesn't cease 
With you I am at peace 

Where will I be when I meet you 
Will I be ready to love you 

Where will you be when you meet me 
Will you be ready 

To fall in love 

With you I am no longer alone 
With you I am known 

With you my love doesn't cease 
With you I am at peace 

Won't you make that choice 
The one where you give us that chance 

Please please be there 
Like I see in my dreams 
I know that you exist 

With you I am no longer alone 
With you I am known 

With you my love doesn't cease 
With you I am at peace 
With you I am at peace 

With you 
I am at peace 

Page 6

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=2Wc8ouXDS4Q&si=I-bNBdq7b4NCh5SN
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/boardroom
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/artist-cole-hardin
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/
https://www.apraamcos.com.au/
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/glossary/b-s-p.html#poetic-engineer


BIT BY BIT 
 ISRC: US-DY4-26-09554 (3:25) 

Written by: SEEKER JAMES · Vocals by COLE HARDIN 
SEEKER JAMES PUBLISHING | APRA AMCOS Member  |  IPI 01331423004 | © Copyright 2026 

MODERN COUNTRY · TRADITIONAL COUNTRY · OUTLAW SOUL · POETIC ENGINEER 

There was a time 
A time I dreamed 

Mobile home trailer park 
Junkies next door barely making ends 

All I wanted was a woman 
All I wanted was a house 

Yeah don't forget the picket fence 
And a scraggy dog 

I'd come home pull up to the yard 
See it all my family 

Greeting me 
A sweet kiss 

All I wanted was a woman 
All I wanted was children 
All I wanted was a house 

Yeah don't forget the picket fence 
And a scraggy dog 
Then to my horror 

Not all at once 
Just 

Bit by bit 
My heart broken 

Piece by piece 
The phone calls unknown numbers 

The kids acting strange 
My scraggy dog 

He's no longer mine 
All I wanted was a woman 
All I wanted was children 
All I wanted was a house 

Yeah don't forget the picket fence 
And a scraggy dog 
When it feels off 

Pack your bag 
Jump in your ride 

And you fly 
You heal brother 

Look at me now 
Yeah 

I've got my wife 
Yeah 

I've got my son 
Yeah 

I've got my house 
Can't forget that picket fence 

And that mutt of a dog 
But I tell ya 

That's good enough for me 
It has to be 
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When I see your face 
Nothing else exists 
It's everything in me 

The world just stops it quits 

I think back to the moment 
We first met 

The world fell away 
My heart stopped 
At your beauty 

I didn't know then 
Where this road would go 

But I know now 
I never walk alone 

These feelings I have for you 
Aren't about me 

All I can do is ask 
That you will always be you 

Honey by my side 
Your head on my shoulder 

The smell of your hair 
I can feel your breath 

When the world gets cold 
You steer us through the night 

You keep the fire lit 
I don't need the sky 

I just need this 
Just this bit 

                                                       (cont…) 
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(cont…) 

These feelings I have for you 
Aren't about me 

All I can do is ask 
That you will always be you 

It's only you and me 
Together forever we will be 

When I'm with you 
I'm at a place I'd never thought 

I'm finally home 
The tenderness you show me 

The love that you give 
Holds me tightly 

Throughout the night 

These feelings I have for you 
Aren't about me 

All I can do is ask 
That you will always be you 

Always be you honey 
Always be you 

Only you 
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Yeah, Old man 

Born into the Oklahoma Dust Bowl 
Looking out from your pram 

They said you had HEART MAN 
HEART MAN 

The sand and dirt curling about 
Damn man damn 
It taught you 

How to be strong 
Self-dependent 

You were the silent generation 
You didn't ask 

You kept your head down and did 
Earned the respect without the speech 

Old man you lived 95 years 
Filled with life 

And a lot of strife 
You did good 

Yeah you did good 

Off to Korea you went 
Hell bent to show 

Oh yeah 
Showing that American pride 
Strength on that reservoir 

Earning your place as one of the 
CHOSIN FEW OORAH OORAH 

Hit by a frag 
Got you packing your bags 

Sent back stateside 
On track to meet your wife of 63 years 

What a life old man 
What a beautiful crazy life 

Old man you lived 95 years 
Filled with life 

And a lot of strife 
You did good 

Yeah you did good 

                                                               (cont…) 
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(cont…) 

A house then the kids 
Life going hands worn raw 

Providing the plan hard and true 
Doing what you had to 

Too many grandkids to count 
So many friends passed before 

Now it was time for the final ride 
To come for you set you about 

Old man you lived 95 years 
Filled with life 

And a lot of strife 
You did good 

Yeah you did good 

Take you to that better place 
So long a life 

Now it's time to go be with your wife 
The woman you loved for so very long 

The one person who could melt 
Oh yeah 

Melt that hardened heart 
The world tried but never tore you apart 

You took every hit 
And stood strong 

We're gonna miss you 
You were the OG 

You came from a time where nothing was free 
It's never goodbye 

It's until next we meet 
Safe travels old man 

Safe travels 
Safe travels 
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I've spent my life looking for you 
You're the other half 

Always knowing 
Just what to do 

Licking my wounds 
I paid the cost 

Those prices I paid 
From choosin' the wrong girl 

They said stay 
They said millions 
I chose the door 

Forever more 

She's for me 
Yeah she's for me 

Riding out of a black-clad storm 
Into clear days no more war 

Walking arm in arm 
My love my life 

She’s my wonderful wife 

They threatened me with nothing 
Said I'd lose it all 

I walked with twenty-five hundred 
Back against the wall 

She's for me 
Yeah she's for me 

Riding out of a black-clad storm 
Clear days no more war 

Seeing you smile hearing you laugh 
Making my heart find its pace 

You're the only one 
To put that smile on my face 

She's for me 
Yeah she's for me 

Riding out of a black-clad storm 
Clear days no more war 

She's for me 
The way it should always be 
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A lifetime of good and bad 
More times than not it's just sad 

Seeing what man can do 
Can do to one another 

It's about survival 
A test of the mind 

Trying trying to stay kind 
Not give in to the desire 

No no 
Don't give in 

I don't want to set it all afire 
I learned a trick long ago 

You've got to stow these memories 
Stick ‘em in a box 

If you listen closely 
You can still hear ‘em talk 

In the box In the box 
That's where the memory locks 

If I open the lid it all burns down 
I keep the fire beneath the ground 

In my heart In my mind's eye 
I began the start of something new 

Let me share it with you 
So that you might use it too 

My warehouse 
Wood floor hiding more 

Dust catching light and flying 
Planks rutted and scratched 

By the weight that I have borne 

                                                                   (cont…) 
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(cont…) 

Large rusty shelving 
Running the length to and fro 

Plenty plenty of space 
For all my horrors to go 

There are times the containers fail 
And I can hear it 

The blackness of ghosts 
Rage and agony 

The rage fills my cage 

In the box In the box 
That's where the memory locks 

If I open the lid it all burns down 
I keep the fire beneath the ground 

The smell of must 
A lifetime of dust 
Lights flickering 

A ticking time bomb 
No no 

Don't give in 
I don't want to set it all afire 

When it's time 
That's my case 

I'll take these boxes 
I'll take these crates 
Lay it before my judge 
He can run the scales 
When I'm feeling sad 

I gotta remember 
The smile I once wore 

It was such a part 
Of who I was before 
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Grab your keys come pick me up we need to talk 

Yeah man I'm on my way 

I was home that night 
Rare night off 

Wall phone rings 
Cord tangled again 

Had to talk close to the wall 
Your voice sounds small 

I swing by your home 
First thing I ask 

So where ya wanna go 
You rang me 

I was too young to know 
To truly understand 
That you felt so low 

The air was brisk 
Leaves turning all the shades of brown 

What you were about to tell 
Shook the very ground 

Your parents took you away 
From the only place you knew 

King of that small school 
That was 

More n' a day away 
There was a girl 

You were a good-looking kid 
Parents talked proud 

You had it all 
But You 

Just couldn't let her go 
Even though 

Million fish in the sea 
For a guy like you 

Not for me 
Why couldn't ya see 

                                                             (cont…) 

Page 15

https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=CYuvUlA9XrA&si=T_jBx5aDZSVgDO8T
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/boardroom
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/artist-cole-hardin
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/
https://www.apraamcos.com.au/
https://seekerjamespublishing.com/glossary/b-s-p.html#poetic-engineer


TOO YOUNG TO KNOW (COUNTRY) 
ISRC: US-DY4-26-09559 (5:44) 

Written by: SEEKER JAMES · Vocals by COLE HARDIN 
SEEKER JAMES PUBLISHING | APRA AMCOS Member  |  IPI 01331423004 | © Copyright 2026 

MODERN COUNTRY · TRADITIONAL COUNTRY · OUTLAW SOUL · POETIC ENGINEER 

(cont…) 

Pull up in my pickup 
At the local Drive-In 

I ask what ya want 
You don't say a thing 

It's cold tonight 
I feel the warmth drifting away 

Don't know if it's the shiver of what was to come 
Or the cold night air 

I leaned over 
Got that old heater a blowin' 

We sit 
We watch 

We ponder 
The beautiful car hops 

Rolling orders out 
I look to my friend 

Head bowed 
Truth being told 
Glistening eyes 

You rang me 
I was too young to know 

To truly understand 
That you felt so low 

So damn low 

You began to say the words 
Words I was too young to hear 

Just 16 years old 
Why were you so bold 

Why was it me you had to tell 

Monday comes 
I stop by your home 

Your mom answers the door 
In tears and lets me know 

You're no longer here 
God damn you 

For this 

                                                                           (cont…) 
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(cont…) 

A secret I keep 
So tragic 

It cuts 
It cuts 

Too deep 
Why the hell 

Choose me 
A young kid 

Someone like me 
Ever be a Saviour 

You rang me 
I was too young to know 

To truly understand 
That you felt so low 

So damn low 

35 years later 
I can still hear the fear 

I can see your eyes 
Glistening with tears 

Tellin’ me what you planned 
You got me thinking 

Why me 
I wasn't your Saviour 

I didn't save you 
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Yeah 
Pack of smokes 

Music low 
Just drive 

Headlights cuttin' the black 
No moon tonight 

Just the hum of the engine 
And the weight in my chest 

I don't need a preacher 
I don't need a crowd 
Just this dirt road 

The silence out loud 

I gotta wear that evil out 
Make that devil tired 

Run him down 
Until he's gone 

Even if just for today 

Windows down 
Night air bitin' 

Smell of the dust 
Stories untold ones that are real 

The nightmares wait 
Back home in bed 
Talking to ghosts 
Feeling the dread 

Just me 
The rattle 
The gravel 

Hittin' the rails 

                                                               (cont…) 
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(cont…) 

I gotta wear that evil out 
Make that devil tired 

Run him down 
Until he's gone 

Even if just for today 

If I stop 
They catch me 

If I sleep 
They take me 

So I keep moving 
Keep moving 
Keep moving 

Until the devil sleeps 
Then I'll sleep 

I gotta wear that evil out 
Make that devil tired 

Run him down 
Until he's gone 

Even if just for today 

We're rollin' 
Yeah 

We're rollin' 
'Til the devil's tired 

Then I'll sleep 
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Another broken fence 
Another long day 

I can mend a wire 
I can patch a roof 

I can get that engine 
Running like new 

People call me when 
It all falls apart 

They want my hands 
They don't need my heart 

I'm the Repairmant 
I fix what I can 

The bill comes due 
On what I do 

I fix what breaks 
My heart still aches 

Phone don't ring 
The thought man does it sting 

Their problems are mine 
Leaves me little time 

Wrench in my hand 
Dirt on my face 

If I stop 
I might feel 

If I feel 
I might break 

I'm the Repair Man 
I fix what I can 

The bill comes due 
On what I do 

I fix what breaks 
My heart still aches 

Keep moving 
Until the tools rust 
When I turn to dust 
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HIS STORY 
Before the music, there was a career that looked nothing like music boardrooms, balance 

sheets, staff rosters stretching across hundreds of people. Seeker James spent years 
operating at an executive level across retail, technology, and banking; the kind of work that 
teaches you how systems fail, how people actually behave under pressure, and how to make a 

decision and live with it good or bad 

none of that is wasted. Every…single…bit of it shows in the details of the works he creates, 
the actions he takes to move Seeker James Publishing forward. At some point the calculus 

changed. Taking those difficult steps away from the desk, he took aim towards a different kind 
of output, one where life experience is the measure of everything gained and lost. 

“The hardest working years of my life, and the easiest thing I have ever done.” 
That is not a contradiction 

this is what happens when a person finally lands at the right port on this journey called 
“life”. Seeker James writes, produces, and publishes from Australia operating under his own 

label, Seeker James Publishing 

with a catalogue that currently spans eight distinct artist vessels, each with its own genre, 
psychological architecture, and lyrical identity: Stone James, Amelia James, Scary Harry, 
Harry James, Cole Hardin, Jaxxon James, Marla O’Leery, and VICE. Different voices, one 

sculptor behind all of them. The personal architecture matters too. A long time ago, when he 
was still living in the United States, Seeker decided he needed to go on a side quest half a 

world away. Little did he know at that time it would become his main quest. He went looking for 
a girl he had met previously. Once he found her he asked that she be his wife, his lore keeper, 
and his partner in every experience life offered. Seraphim James holds the canon. Her read on 
creative decisions carries weight. When she says something is good, it is great. When she says 

something’s off, it goes back to the desk.The work being made now is for what comes next 

because that is where this was always headed. Every new technology meets its backlash, and 
this is no different, it passes, it changes into something new. What remains is the work itself: 
registered, locked, dated, and open. No secrets here. No shortcuts hidden behind the curtain. 

Just a methodology built with conviction, and a body of work that uses his self-coined 
terminology “Neural Rupture Syntax” that will still be standing long and strong when the 

noise settles. 
Seeker James is Witness Architecture incarnate
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